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SOURCE A 
Excerpt from “How the Citadel Remained in the Enemy’s Hands” 
 by Beha ad-Din, a chronicler in Saladin’s court.  

Jaffa  is two long or three ordinary marches for an army [from Latrun, about twenty miles] the Sultan [Saladin] 2

ordered his troops to march in the direction of Caesarea, hoping to fall in with the reinforcements expected by the 
Franks, and to take any advantage possible. The Franks in Jaffa had notice of this maneuver, and the king of 
England, who was there with a large force, embarked the greater portion of it, and sent it by sea to Caesarea, fearing 
lest some mischance should befall the reinforcements. He himself remained at Jaffa, knowing that the Sultan and his 
army had withdrawn. When the Sultan reached the neighborhood of Caesarea, he found that the reinforcements had 
entered that place and were safe, so he could do nothing. He therefore resumed his march that same evening, pushed 
on until daybreak, and appeared unexpectedly before Jaffa. The King of England was encamped outside the walls of 
the city, and had only seventeen knights with him and about three hundred foot soldiers. At the first alarm this 
accursed man mounted his horse, for he was brave and fearless, and posses excellent judgement in military matters. 
Instead of retiring into the city, he maintained his position in the face of the Moslem troops who surrounded him on 
all sides except toward the sea, and drew up his own men in order of battle. The sultan, anxious to make the most of 
this opportunity, gave the order to charge; … But the Franks displayed such hardihood [determination, steadfastness] 
in the face of death that our troops lost heart at [the Franks’] sturdy resistance, and were obliged to draw off, and to 
content themselves with completely surrounding the camp though at some distance. By the will of God, I was not at 
this fight, being kept behind with the baggage by an attack of illness from which I was suffering; but I learned from 
a man who was there that they had at most seventeen horsemen - some counted only nine - and perhaps as few a 
three hundred infantry, though some say a thousand or more. The sultan was furious and went from squadron to 
squadron, promising rich rewards if they would return to the charge, but no one responded. … When the Sultan saw 
the temper of his men, he realized he could not possibly stay there, outfaced by a handful of men, for that would 
have been a grievous blow to his reputation. So he left the battlefield in anger. I have been assured by men who 
where there that on that day the king of England, lance in hand, rode along the whole length of the our army from 
right to left, and not one of our soldiers left the ranks to attack him.  

SOURCE B 
Excerpt from John Gillingham, Richard I. (New Haven, Connecticut: Yale University Press, 1999),  p. 19.   
John Gillingham was a former professor of medieval history at the London School of Economics and is (in 1999) 
considered the leading authority on Richard’s reign.  

There is certainly good evidence that on occasion Richard’s counsellors thought him excessively daring. But did the 
Muslims share this view? … [according to two Muslim stories] Richard’s daring was a potent weapon. In June 1192 
it had enabled him to get good, precise information; in August it instilled fear. In these stories the Richard of legend 
appears - a legend in his lifetime, a legend in the mind of his enemies. They did not fear, however, only his soldiery 
qualities. They feared also his political and diplomatic skills. “See the cunning of this accursed man. To obtain his 
own ends he would imply first force and the smooth speaking. God alone could protect the Muslims against his 
wiles; we never had among our enemies a man bolder or more crafty then he.” According to Imad al-Din, “each time 
that he concluded a pact he broke it, each time he gave his word, he wriggled out of it, each time we told ourselves 
‘he will be true’, he betrayed us.” But what emerges clearly from Baha al-Din — something that the image of the 
legendary Richard does not lead us to expect — is that throughout his stay in Palestine is twas richard who initiated 
the talks. He was the one who was constantly seeing diplomatic contacts. he sent envoy after envoy to Saladin’s 
camp. He was, seemingly, as keen to talk about peace as to make war. More than once the Muslims were convinced 
that Richard was negotiating only in order to Gain time. “We”, wrote Baha al-Din, “were afraid that these talks were 
like the former ones — nothing but a means employed by the king to gain time — and by this time we were well 
aquatinted with his methods.” This was a game the Muslims understood well; after all they played it themselves 
often enough. 

 The Battle of Arsuf (1191) took place after Philip II’s departure for France. It was an attack on the traveling Christian Army by Saladin as the 1

Crusaders made their way from their victory at Acre toward Jerusalem and the city of Jaffa. The Battle of Jaffa was a different battle that took 
place in 1192 and was the final battle of the Third Crusade. After-which, Saladin and Richard singed a truce known as the “Treaty of Jaffa.” 

 Jaffa was a port city located in the southern portion of the modern Israeli capital city of Tel Aviv. It is about 70km from Jerusalem. It was 2

captured from the Arabs in the First Crusade, then captured by the Saladin in 1187, then surrendered to Richard I on 10 September 1191 after the 
Battle of Arsuf (which was just after the fall of Acre to the Crusaders and the subsequent returning home of Philip II. Saladin tried to recapture it 
in 1192 (Battle of Jaffa), but was unsuccessful. It remained in Christian hands via treaty under the control of the Holy Roman Emperor until 1268 
when it was recaptured by Egyptian Mamluks (Muslim slave soldiers). 
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