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CHATGPT 

The Future of Education in the Age of AI: ChatGPT for Social Studies Teachers


In an era marked by rapid advancements in Artificial Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning, 
Deep Learning, and Natural Language Processing, the field of education finds itself at a 
crossroads. As educators, we face a choice: to be mere spectators as technology 
reshapes the world around us, or to proactively engage with these innovations, asking 
critical questions about their potential to revolutionize teaching and learning.


The New Paradigm: A Shift or A Fad?


Harvard Business School professor Karim Lakhani argues that technologies like AI are 
foundationally altering the nature of organizations,  a transformation that extends 1

potentially to educational institutions. The adage "You won't be replaced by AI, but by 
someone using AI" encapsulates the urgency of this discussion. Will AI and machine 

 Interview with Karim Lakhani, “AI Won’t Replace Humans — But Humans With AI Will Replace Humans Without AI” 1

Harvard Business Review (online), 4 August 2023, https://hbr.org/2023/08/ai-wont-replace-humans-but-humans-with-ai-
will-replace-humans-without-ai. 
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learning tools like ChatGPT redefine teaching methodologies, or are they mere 
technological fads destined to fade away?


The Challenge: Keeping Up with Rapid Change


In an ever-evolving technological landscape, educational qualifications in "teacher 
technology" can quickly become obsolete. How can educators stay relevant in such a 
dynamic environment?


What This Workshop Aims to Achieve


This workshop is designed to engage you in a nuanced discussion around these 
questions, offering insights into: 


(1)  The current state of AI and machine learning technologies in education. 


(2) The ethical and pedagogical implications of integrating these technologies into the 
classroom.


(3) Practical ways to incorporate ChatGPT and similar tools into Social Studies curricula.


We hope this session not only informs you but also equips you to be an active participant 
in shaping the future of education in this exciting age of technological innovation. 
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 All material contained was written with the assistance of ChatGPT provided by https://chat.openai.com 2
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ABOUT YOUR PRESENTER 

John M. Cunningham brings a wealth of experience with 18 years in education, the last 15 
of which have been spent at Douglas County High School. Here, he has taught a wide 
range of social studies courses, from IB Economics and IB History of the Americas to On-
Level World History, American Government, and Personal Finance.


Holding a B.S. in History from Shorter University and an M.A. in Early to Modern European 
History from the University of West Georgia, John is currently enrolled in a PhD program 
at Georgia State University. His research focuses on Modern American History, with 
minors in Global History and the History of Science.


A frequent presenter at the annual Georgia Council for Social Studies Conference for 
seven years, John has covered an array of topics from utilizing pop culture as primary 
sources to exploring the History of Science. He has also worked with the International 
Baccalaureate Organization in The Hague, Netherlands, to review and rewrite the current 
IB History course and have provided consultancy services to Las Palmas Christian School 
in the Dominican Republic on curriculum development and faculty qualifications.


In an early recognition of his contributions to education, John was named Teacher of the 
Year for Bartow Crossroads Academy in 2005 and received the S.T.A.R. Teacher award 
from Douglas County High School in 2018 and 2023. In addition to his teaching role, John 
serves as a Social Studies Content Specialist for the Douglas County Schools System.


John is deeply committed to enhancing the quality of education 
in Social Studies in an attempt to balance the academic scales 
that often tip towards STEM fields. This ChatGPT workshop, is a 
culmination of trying to to showcase how Science and 
Technology can intersect with the Humanities, providing a 
comprehensive educational experience that celebrates and 
incorporates the strengths of both disciplines.
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WORKSHOP OUTLINE 

I. Presentation - “ChatGPT: What is it, and should we be afraid? 


I. What is this technology? 


II. Capabilities and Possibilities 


III. What does this mean for us? 


IV. Writing


II. Activity: Get to know ChatGPT


A. Create an account 


B. Have some conversations: Ask questions to ChatGPT and evaluate its responses 
to get more acquainted with the capabilities and possibilities. 


C. Discussion 


1. What impressed you? 


2. What surprised you? 


3. What disappointed you?


III. Tips for prompting ChatGPT


A. P.R.E.P.* 


B. Using AI Responsibly 


IV. Activity: Essays


A. Generate Research Questions / Essay Topics 


B. Generate Essays and Grade Them 


C. Grade Student Essay and Argue with ChatGPT
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IV. Thesis Building 


V. Discussion 


V. Activity: Leveling texts for scaffolding learning 


VI. Activity: Generating texts to explain concepts. 


VII. Activity: Analyze primary source tex


VIII. Activity: Fact checking assignment 


IX. Redundant/Repetitive Teacher Tasks


X. The Plagiarism Debate 


XI. Final thoughts/ Questions to consider 
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 * Adapted from Joel Miller, “Embracing AI to Enhance Social Studies Education” GCSS 2023, Athens, Georgia, 27 3

October 2023. 
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 Fabrizio Dell’Acqua, et. al.,. "Navigating the Jagged Technological Frontier: Field Experimental Evidence of the Effects 4

of AI on Knowledge Worker Productivity and Quality." Working Paper no. 24-013. Harvard Business School. https://
mitsloan.mit.edu/sites/default/files/2023-10/SSRN-id4573321.pdf.
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